Hematological parameters in Bufo arenarum injected with sublethal dose of lead acetate.
Lead has been recognized as a high risk toxic for most organisms including human. The effects of Pb in non-mammalian vertebrates are poorly known, particularly in anuran amphibians. The purpose of this study was to determine the effect of this metal on some hematological parameters of adult Bufo arenarum. It was found that all parameters remained unaltered within normal ranges, with the exception of reticulocyte counts which was significantly increased compared to the in controls (3.7% vs. 0.2%). It is suggested that the selective change found in reticulocyte count might be considered as an early response of a biomarker to sublethal exposition of Bufo arenarum to lead.